
Types of Artifacts: 

Artifact: Definition   Artifact Image 

Ceramics  Objects made of hardened clay. They are most 
commonly pottery (plates, cups, jars, etc..). People 
who study ceramics are called ceramists.   

 

Lithics  Artifacts that are made of stone. These can be 
either flaked tools or ground stone tools. Since 
they survive in the ground better than some other 
artifacts, they are one of the best ways to 
understand the past. 

 

Marbles  These are gaming pieces. Most modern marbles 
are made of glass, though older ones are made of 
clay and stone. 

  

 Bottles  This is a glass vessel. Bottles have been used for 
centuries and are one of the more common 
historical items we find at archeological sites. The 
color is important in figuring out its use. 

  

Nails  Nails are metal objects used to hold pieces of 
wood together. They are one of the easiest ways to 
date buildings. 

 

Stone ware  A type of Glazed ceramic. Typically very thick, 
most stone ware today is used on jugs. 
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Glass Glass has been used by humans for centuries for a 
variety of uses. It is made by heating silica (sand) 
together in high heats. It is transparent and the 
shape most often determines its use. 

 

Burned wood  Wood does not preserve well, especially for the 
archeological record. So this artifact is rarer in 
prehistoric sites. 

 

PP/K or 
Arrowhead  

A flaked stone tool used for cutting and 
puncturing. Possibly attached to a shaft and used 
as a projectile. 

Archaeologists use the term PP/K, meaning 
projectile point or knife, rather than saying 
arrowhead because the only way to prove that an 
artifact was used as an arrowhead is to have the 
shaft of the arrow still attached to it. 

 

 

 

 

 

White ware  A type of fine ceramic. It is still commonly used 
today. There are many types, so knowing the type 
can help with dating. You may have seen white 
ware ceramics at dinner.  

 

Flakes  These are the pieces that come off a stone when it 
is being flaked. They can be very sharp. These 
artifacts are often found in conjunction with other 
byproducts of lithic production.  

 

Charcoal  Charcoal is produced both naturally and by people. 
It is wood that has been fully burned.  

 

 


