
It’s time to dust off your gardening gloves and dig in the dirt again!      
Eagerly anticipated by area gardeners, the Chieftains Herb and Plant Sale 
will be held this year on Saturday, April 9th and Sunday, April 10th at the 
Coosa Valley Fairgrounds, rain or shine. Sale hours are 8am to 4pm on 
Saturday and 12pm to 3pm on Sunday. A special preview sale will be held 
for current 2016 members only the evening of Friday, April 8th from 6:30-
8:30. 

Sale co-chairs Ruth Forrester and 
Susan Hortman will once again lead 
a dedicated group of volunteers who 
help to make the sale a big success 
each year. As   expected, they have 
selected the finest plants suitable for 
growing in our area from several 
well-known regional nurseries as 
well as through cooperative         
partnerships with organizations like 
the Georgia Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Agency Cave Spring Center and 
Georgia School for the Deaf. All 
plants are healthy and fresh—they’re 
delivered the day before the sale.  

The sale will feature over 30 + varieties of herbs, along with beautiful   
organic vegetables and unique heirloom plants. This year’s sale also     
features more native plants than ever before. Plenty of annuals,            
perennials, trees, and shrubs will be available, allowing customers a 
chance to refresh their sun or shade plants after the harsh winter.    
Knowledgeable volunteers and Master Gardeners will be on hand to help 
you select the right herbs and plants for your garden.  

Shoppers may also purchase beautiful containers at the sale, or bring their 
own clean pots for Nan Henson and her team of volunteers to design and 
plant on-site. 

Credit and debit cards will be accepted in addition to checks and cash.  All 
proceeds benefit Chieftains Museum/Major Ridge Home.  

Be sure to mark your calendar for April 9th and 10th and come to the 
Chieftains Herb and Plant Sale! 

For more information about the sale, visit www.chieftainsmuseum.org or 

call (706) 291-9494. 

Annual Herb & Plant Sale Scheduled              

for April 9th & 10th  
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World Music & Dance Festival to Feature Cherokee Dancers 

Chieftains Museum will co-sponsor a group of Cherokee  

dancers for the 2016 World Music & Dance Festival at Berry 

College from 1pm-10pm on Saturday, April 2nd. This free 

event on the Berry College Library lawn features performers 

representing a variety of cultures, including Irish, Asian,    

Middle Eastern, Latin, African & Caribbean music and dance. 

This year, the festival will also include the Cherokee culture in 

its presentation through the Bird Chopper Family Native 

American Drumming & Dancing group scheduled to perform 

at 2pm the day of the program. Working with Dr. Jen Corry, an 

Associate Professor of Spanish and one of the event organizers at Berry College, Chieftains Museum 

was able to help co-sponsor the Bird Chopper Native American group at this year’s festival in order to 

represent one of the original cultures in America. For more information on the festival, contact the     

museum or visit the Berry College World Music Festival page on Facebook. 
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Spring Has “Sprung” for the Major Ridge Demonstration Garden 

As the weather changes and we welcome spring, it is also time for some new changes in the Major 
Ridge Demonstration Garden on the Chieftains campus. Throughout the winter months, the museum has 
worked closely with Floyd County Master Gardeners, Georgia Northwestern Technical College, the 
Berry College Environmental Studies Department, and volunteers to lay the groundwork for spring 
planting in our newest landscape feature. Since the initial planting of trees and shrubs last fall, new    
sections of fencing, newly constructed raised beds, and new plants like the Yaupon Holly have been 
added to the garden. In addition, Floyd County Master Gardeners have researched the history and       
varieties of plants available to compose each of the four raised beds in the garden, which include a     
medicinal plant bed, a native plant bed, a kitchen garden bed, and a commercial plant bed (for crops that 
were grown to sell). The construction and planting of each bed is possible through sponsorships by a   
local business or individual, including Ford, Gittings, & Kane Jewelers, Junior Service League of Rome, 
Southeastern Mills, Inc., and Fielding Stutts.  

All of the plants featured in the Major Ridge Demonstration Garden represent plants either grown on the 
Ridge farm, plants used by the Cherokee, plants native to northwest Georgia, or plants that have proved 
historically important for southern agriculture. Beginning in April, the four raised beds in the garden will 
be planted from either young plants or seeds. Some of the seeds that will be sown in the garden have 
been donated by Dr. Brian Campbell, head of the Berry College Agricultural Biodiversity Conservation 
project which is dedicated to preserving heirloom seeds to connect people with the human aspect of 
agrobiodiversity conservation in which a plant is a part of history as well as a part of the environment. 

Make sure you stop by the museum campus to see our progress “grow” this spring! 

Members of the Bird Family Drum Group 



Not all collection 
pieces have to be  
inside the museum—
some can be living 
examples of history. 
We had the pleasure 
of    meeting James 
L. Cosby 
(descendant of John 
Ridge through his 
daughter Flora) and Jeff Davis 
(descendant of John Ross) when 
they visited the museum a couple of weeks ago. Mr. Cosby     

donated a bag of White Eagle Cherokee Corn 
seed (only available to members of the     
Cherokee Nation) to us for use in the Three   
Sisters Garden this summer.  
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Collections Corner 
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History Explorers Camp Scheduled for June 2016 

Chieftains Museum will give local students a chance to explore local history 
with a free summer camp scheduled for June 20-22, 2016. The History      
Explorers Camp will offer a chance for twenty 4th grade students to spend 
three days learning more about the history of Rome & Floyd County. 

Partnering with the Rome Area History Museum and the Oak Hill & Martha 
Berry Museum, Chieftains will begin the camp with an exploration of  
Cherokee history and hands-on activities on the museum campus. Camp   
participants will then visit the Rome Area History Museum the following day 
to discover more about the history of their hometown through a clock tower tour and activities at the 
museum. The final day of the camp takes students to the Oak Hill & Martha Berry Museum to show 
them the personal side of Martha Berry with a chance to tour her childhood home, view personal objects 
rarely displayed, and visit the Original Log Cabin where Miss Berry began her first school.   

Students must be scheduled to complete the 4th grade in May 2016 to be eligible for the History          
Explorers Camp. Each student must receive a recommendation from their teacher and complete an entry 
form to be considered for the free camp. All entry forms will be reviewed by museum staff with only 
twenty chosen to participate. Parents are required to drop off and pick up participating students each day 
of the camp at the designated location. 

For more information on donating to fund the camp or an entry form, contact the museum at (706) 291-

9494.  

White Eagle Cherokee corn seed 

From left:  

Jeff Davis, James L. 
Cosby, and            
Executive Director 
Heather Shores 



We are proud to announce that Chieftains Museum/
Major Ridge Home will be a featured stop for the 
2016 “Rome in Bloom” Garden Tour scheduled for 
Saturday, April 30th.  A fundraiser for the Junior   
Service League of Rome, the garden tour has become 
a much anticipated event occurring every other year 
in our community. With the purchase of a ticket,   
participants are allowed to tour some of the most 
beautiful and coveted private gardens in Rome. 

 

This year’s tour will include six private gardens in 
Rome as well as a stop at Chieftains Museum.     
Garden tour visitors will be able to experience the 
new landscape features at the museum, including the 
Major Ridge Demonstration Garden, Cherokee     
Remembrance Orchard, and the location of our Three 
Sisters Garden to be planted again this summer.  
Master Gardeners involved with the Chieftains  

Landscape Committee will be on-hand to explain the museum’s plan to continually evolve the 
landscape in order to create an “outdoor classroom” devoted to the history of Cherokee         
agriculture.  

The Garden Tour is scheduled from 10am-4pm on Saturday, April 30th, culminating in a    
cocktail party from 5-7:30pm that evening. Garden Tour tickets are $25 each, with             
combination Garden Tour & Cocktail Party ticket for $60 each or 2 for $100.  

 

Tickets are currently on sale and can be 
purchased at the museum, Lavender 
Mountain Hardware, Living & Giving, 
or through a member of the Junior    
Service League.  

 

Drop by or call the museum today to 

purchase your tickets for this signature 

event celebrating the beautiful gardens 

in our community! 
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Chieftains Museum to be a Featured Stop on the 2016 

Junior Service League Garden Tour 
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501 Riverside Parkway 
Rome, GA 30161 
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April 2nd:     Berry World Music and Dance Festival 

April 8th:    Herb & Plant Sale Member Preview 

April 9th-10th:   Herb & Plant Sale 

April 30th:    Junior Service League Garden Tour 

May 27th:    “Shine in the Pines” Moonshine Tasting 

Upcoming Events 

Phone: 706.291.9494 
Email: chmuseum@bellsouth.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at chieftainsmuseum.org 

“Shine in the Pines” Moonshine Event 

Scheduled for May 2016 
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Have You Renewed? 

Be sure to renew your membership to the museum for 2016! 

Memberships are good for January 1—December 31 each year and give you free admission 

to the museum, a 10% discount in our gift shop, and invitations to exclusive member events 

throughout the year. 

Contact the museum to find out how you can continue to be a part of the 

excitement at Chieftains! 

Chieftains is pleased to announce the return of our “Shine in the 
Pines” Moonshine Tasting Event, scheduled from 6-9pm on   
Friday, May 27th on the museum campus.  In its second year, 
“Shine in the Pines” will once again feature music, food, and 
fun with samples of moonshine from Dawsonville Moonshine 
Distillery in Dawsonville, Georgia. Local restaurants will whet 
your appetite at the event while a cash bar can wet your whistle. 

In addition to last year’s offerings, this year’s event will feature 
outdoor games and a specialty “shine” drink for all those brave 
enough to try. 

Tickets will go on sale May 1st and are $20 in advance and $25 
at the gate. Each ticket will provide you with entry into the 
event as well as five tasting coupons for alcoholic samples.   
Purchases from food vendors and the cash bar must be made 
separately. You must be 21 years of age or older to purchase a 
ticket. 

Be sure to come “shine” with us in May! 


