
The museum is proud to announce three art related projects for the       

museum this winter, each providing a chance for museum visitors and the 

greater Rome community to learn more about Cherokee history in a new 

way. 

Beginning January 25th, the museum will accept entries for the 2016 Art 

Contest for local 8th-12th grade students. This year’s theme, “The Treaty of 

New Echota,” provides student artists with an opportunity to analyze and 

interpret the document that ultimately led to Cherokee Removal. Signed 

on December 29, 1835 by Major Ridge and nineteen other Treaty Party 

representatives, the Treaty of New Echota provided monetary             

compensation and land in Indian Territory (Oklahoma) to the Cherokees if 

they gave up all eastern lands. A hotly debated issue in the Cherokee    

Nation, the treaty pitted those who were for it (the Treaty Party) under 

Major Ridge against those who were against it (the National Party) under 

John Ross. Artists who enter the contest are challenged to artfully express 

the turmoil surrounding the treaty and the effects it had on the relationship 

between the Cherokee Nation and the United States. Entries to the contest 

will be accepted until February 26, 2016. The winners will be announced 

in April, with cash awards given for first, second, and third place entries. 

 

Chieftains is excited to be selected to participate 

in the 3rd annual Rome Community HeART  

Project. Sponsored by Rome Area Council for 

the Arts and Redmond Regional Medical Center, 

the HeART Project features twenty “hearts” of 

original artwork that will be displayed in      

various locations around Rome during the 

month of February in celebration of National 

Heart Month. The project is meant to provide a 

public art experience that celebrates local artists 

and organizations that bring creativity to Rome 

while also raising heart health awareness. As a participating organization, 

Chieftains Museum will sponsor a heart created by local artist Elizabeth 

Barron on behalf of the museum. Each heart in the project will be based 

on a phrase that illustrates one aspect of heart health. Chieftains has    

chosen, “Know your family history,” as our motto for the project and will 

seek to remind people not only to know their family medical history, but 

to know the history of their community. Check the museum website for 

updates on where the “HeART” of Chieftains will be located around 

Rome!   

Chieftains has a HeART for Art this winter 
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Continued……. 



Chieftains has a HeART for Art this winter, cont. 

In addition to new art outside the museum, the month of February also brings new art inside   

Chieftains. Beginning February 19th, the museum will present “Ghost Paths: A walk back into     

history along the Trail of Tears” by artist Elizabeth Waight. In 2013, Waight, a British artist and 

photographer, traveled to the United States to take photographs of sites along the various routes 

taken on the Trail of Tears in order to commemorate the 175th anniversary of the forced removal of 

the Cherokee. According to the artist, “I came up with the idea for Ghost Paths because I wanted to 

explore how photography can be used to conjure things no longer there but that still matter, and I 

knew that I wanted this somehow to relate to the story of the American colonization and its          

repercussions.” From her travels in America, Waight created a custom made fine arts book based on 

her experience. On loan from the Newnan-Coweta Historical Society, “Ghost Paths” features     

thirteen panels that exhibit selected photography from this book along with historical quotes and 

original poetry written by the artist that take the visitor on a thought-provoking journey along the 

Trail of Tears. The exhibition will open with a members-only reception the evening of Friday,    

February 19th. 

For additional information about any of the programs or projects, please visit the museum’s website 

at www.chieftainsmuseum.org or contact us at (706) 291-9494 for additional information. Join us 

for an “artful” winter at Chieftains! 
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Reed asked Santa to bring snow 
for Christmas. 

Christmas Free Day Brings Holiday Cheer to Local Visitors 

 

The museum opened its doors to celebrate the season with a 

Christmas Free Day on December 19th.  Held from 12pm-4pm 

on a Saturday afternoon, this program gave Chieftains a chance 

to thank the local community for its support during 2015. Each 

visitor received free admission to the museum and a cup of hot 

cocoa to sip as they toured the house. Children and adults alike 

completed Christmas crafts inside the museum, and each child 

was given the chance to write one last letter to Santa and post it 

directly to the North Pole in our “Magic Mailbox.” In all, 127 

people visited the museum for our Christmas Free Day, making 

it a successful holiday treat for everyone.  

Thanks for making 2015 such a great year! 



1857 McGuffey’s Second Eclectic Reader 

Rev. William Holmes McGuffey’s first reader of 1836 introduced children 

to his ethical code. The child modeled in this book is prompt, good, kind, 

honest and truthful. This first book contained fifty-five lessons. 

The second reader (pictured here) appeared simultaneously with the first 

and followed the same pattern. It contained reading and spelling with 

eighty-five lessons, sixteen pictures and one-hundred sixty-six pages. It 

outlined history, biology, astronomy, zoology, botany, table manners,    

behavior towards family, and attitudes toward God, teachers, and the poor. 

The duties of youth are also stressed in this reader.  

Approximately 120 million copies of McGuffey's Readers were sold     

between 1836 and 1960, placing its sales in a category with the Bible and 

Webster's Dictionary. Since 1961 they have continued to sell nearly 

30,000 copies a year and are still in use today in some school systems and 

by parents for home schooling purposes.  

This 1857 Reader is currently on loan to the museum, courtesy of          

Jacquelyn and Barry Wright, III. 
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Lesson 1 from the book is a reading exercise. 

Scholars Come to Chieftains  

Historians from across the state of Georgia and beyond will converge on Chieftains in February and March 

2016. The Georgia Association of Historians Conference will take place in Rome February 25-27th . An    

annual event that changes location each year, the GAH Conference brings together historians from across 

the state to discuss their research and the issues facing historians today. Chieftains has been chosen as the 

site for the welcoming reception for this conference on Thursday, February 25th, giving our museum the            

opportunity to showcase the recent work and changes to the museum to scholars 

that can see us as a ready resource for Cherokee history. 

The museum is proud to announce that we will once again host historian Dr. Sue 

Abram for a lecture and book-signing in March 2016. A professor and Cherokee 

history expert at Western Carolina University, Dr. Abram visited the museum in 

2014 as part of our War of 1812 living history day, lecturing about the Battle of 

Horseshoe Bend, a key battle in the Creek War that included Major Ridge as a 

Cherokee soldier fighting for the United States. For this visit, Dr. Abram will be 

speaking about the research in her new book, Forging a Cherokee-American  

Alliance in the Creek War, published by the University of Alabama Press in   

October 2015. Visit the museum’s website for updates on the dates and times of 

Dr. Abram’s lecture and join us as we welcome her once again at Chieftains. 



501 Riverside Parkway 
Rome, GA 30161 
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February 19th:   Ghost Paths: A Walk Back into History Along the Trail of 

     Tears photography exhibit opens 

February 1st-25th:  Thirty-One Gifts Fundraiser 

April 8th:    Herb & Plant Sale Member Preview 

April 9th-10th:   Herb & Plant Sale 

April 30th:    Junior Service League Garden Tour 

Upcoming Events 

Phone: 706.291.9494 
Email: chmuseum@bellsouth.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at chieftainsmuseum.org 

Chieftains Gives You “Thirty-One” Chances 

to Show Your Love for the Museum in 

February! 
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Have You Renewed? 

Be sure to renew your membership to the museum for 2016! 

Memberships are good for January 1—December 31 each year and give you free admission 

to the museum, a 10% discount in our gift shop, and invitations to exclusive member events 

throughout the year. 

Contact the museum to find out how you can continue to be a part of the 

excitement at Chieftains! 

During the month of February, Chieftains will host a new kind of 

fundraiser that gives you a chance to be fashionable for a good 

cause! In partnership with Cara Shores, a local  representative of 

Thirty-One Gifts, the museum is sponsoring an “I Love        

Chieftains” sale for the month of February.  Contact the museum 

or copy and paste the link below to see all of the  fantastic Thirty-

One bags and accessories for you and your home. For every    

purchase made between February 1st and    February 25th for this 

sale, the museum will receive 20% of the proceeds.  Use the link 

below to show your love for the museum this Valentine’s month! 

 

Link for sale:  https://

www.mythirtyone.com/517062/shop/

Party/EventDetail/8890119  

 

Sale dates: February 1st-February 25th 


