
In 1540, Explorer Hernando Desoto, and his party of men, became the first Europeans to set foot on the Continent of North America  

When they  arrived in what’s now Floyd County, Georgia, they spent the winter among the Coosa Indians at the town illustrated above. 
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 Known in the archeological world as “The King Site” this 

ancient Coosa Indian town is considered to be one of the most 

important archeological works in the United States. The signifi-

cance being that it represents where the Europeans first made 

contact with the native inhabitants of what’s now the United 

States. 

 The King Site is located on the right bank of the Coosa 

River on what’s known as the “River Bend Farm”.  ”Pat Garrow 

with Shorter College first started work on the King Site in the early 

Seventies. Then Dr. David Hally of the University of Georgia depart-

ment of Anthropology took over management in 1974, when the 

farm belonged to Mr. Harold King… hence the name: King Site. 

 King sold the farm to Jack Dickey in 1975, and during Dick-

ey’s ownership, trespassers found, and took, an old Spanish sword 

that turned out to be authenticated as having come from the Deso-

to Expedition of 1540. 

 The finding of what would become known as the “Desoto 

Sword”… along with Hally’s excavations matching with the old cor-

nicles of the Desoto expedition, confirmed what archeologists had 

long been thinking This was the town where Desoto stayed before 

going on west, and to the Mississippi,  where he died. However, 

some of the Desoto’s party made it back to Europe. And, some of 

those came back to the Coosa Nation in a later expedition.  

 Only about two-thirds of the King Site had been excavated 

by 1990 when Jack Dickey sold River Bend Farm to Mr. Jamie Jor-

don. Since then the remaining excavation has been completed.  

 So, at the upcoming Before The Cherokee Forum at Shan-

non, Dr. Hally will bring us up to date on this historical jewel of our 

community. Come join with us in this most interesting of events on 

Thursday 6:30 pm, Feb. 4th, 2016 at the Shannon Scout Cabin.  

 


