
Fall has arrived here in Rome, bringing new program and event opportunities at 

Chieftains! 

From now until October 2nd, help support the museum by purchasing plants from 
our Fall Plant Sale. Choose from over 50 varieties of plants for the autumn  
planting season including trees, shrubs, and flowers. Susan Hortman and Ruth 
Forrester are working with local growers to bring you the most beautiful selection 
of plants to make your yard the envy of the neighborhood. For an order form, 

please visit the museum website by October 2nd. 

Chieftains will once again participate in the annual Museum Day Live! event on 
Saturday, September 26th. In the spirit of the Smithsonian Museums, which offer 
free admission every day, Museum Day Live! is an annual event hosted by  

Smithsonian magazine in which participating museums across the country open 
their doors to anyone presenting a Museum Day Live! ticket… for free. The     
Museum Day Live! ticket provides free admission for two people during regular 

operating hours on the 26th from 10am-5pm. 

The month of October has fall fun for all ages at 
Chieftains. From October 15-17, the museum will 
become a part of “Going Caching 2015: A Roman 

Renaissance.” One of the largest geocaching 
events in the country, the “Roman Renaissance” 
will bring hundreds of people to our community to 
participate in a geocaching quest with a medieval 
theme. Chieftains will serve as one location for 
people to complete their quest by touring the      
museum and completing an 

activity. 

The Chiaha Harvest Fair will be held on October 24-25 
this year at Ridge Ferry Park. Chieftains will once again 
host a table in the children’s activity tent. For just $1,  
children can create a Halloween “mask” and learn about 
the legend of the Cherokee Booger Mask and Dance. Last 
year, the museum saw 200 children and their families at 

our activity table and we hope to have even more in 2015. 

The end of October brings spine-tingling thrills at Chieftains with a special Family 

Free-Day event Halloween night. The “Chieftains Spooktacular“  is sponsored 

by the Floyd/Rome Retired Educators Association in honor of Georgia Retired 

Educators Day and will feature family-friendly spooky stories told by the Ridge & 

Valley storytellers. The event takes place from 7-9pm Halloween night, October 

31st. Visitors are encouraged to come in costume to hear thrilling tales then tour 

the museum.   

Be sure to bring your “ghouls” and boys to Chieftains for Halloween fun! 

Get Ready for Fall! 
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2015 LCB Provides a Night of Food and Fun 
 

This year’s annual Low Country Boil & Barbecue brought together old friends and 
new acquaintances on the evening of August 13th at the Rome Civic Center. Nearly 
160 ticket holders were treated to a delicious buffet provided by Two Can Do     
catering and an open bar while they bid on silent auction items ranging from   
original handmade pottery to tickets for the Rome Braves in 2016. The always   
exciting live auction capped off the night’s activities with a handmade needlepoint 
Santa won for a bid of $2,700—the highest of the night! 

The museum would like to thank all of the ticket holders, volunteers, and donors 

for a remarkable evening in support of the museum.  

Be sure to join us next year for another exciting event! 
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Cheerful table           
arrangements greet 
guests at the 2015 LCB 

Chieftains Painting Projects Scheduled for Completion 

Several painting projects are on-track for completion at the museum by the end of 
October. This summer, peeling ceiling paint was removed and re-applied on the 
museum’s kitchen ceiling with funds partially provided by the Rome Realtors   
Association. 

The screened porch at the museum will also receive a new face thanks to a grant 
from the North   Georgia Electric Membership Foundation. The freshly painted 
walls will serve as a fresh foundation for the “Haweis” Cherokee Mission School 
on the screened porch, an area for art activities sponsored by the grant. The 
“Haweis” area will allow visitors ages 0-100 to complete different activities in a    
reproduction 19th century schoolroom and learn about the role of mission schools 
in Cherokee history. 

Finally, the museum will complete the fresh look of the exterior of the house by scraping and               
re-painting the north wall. In 2014, Chieftains painted the other exterior walls of the house with    
funding from a grant supplied by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Historic Preservation 
Division. Since last fall, the museum has collected funds from individual donors as well as the Rome 
Area Heritage Foundation to complete the painting on the final wall of the house, which is scheduled 
to take place in October. 

The museum would like to thank all of you who contributed to our painting projects for this year. 

Along with other facilities projects, we hope to start re-painting the interior of the house in the coming 

year. For information about how you can help with painting and other facilities project, please contact 

the museum at (706) 291-9494. 



Major Ridge Demonstration Garden to Bring 19th century 

Horticulture to Life 
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As part of the “outdoor classroom” initiative for the museum, Floyd County Master       
Gardeners have worked tirelessly with Executive Director Heather Shores to create plans 
for a Major Ridge Demonstration Garden. 

Work has already begun on the garden, which is located in the circular area inside the 
Chieftains driveway. The garden will feature trees, shrubs, and raised beds to demonstrate 
the types of plants native to our area, those used by Native Americans, and those that were 
grown on the Ridge farm to provide visitors to the campus with a “living” classroom. 

The Major Ridge Demonstration Garden is also providing a working classroom for Georgia 
Northwest Technical College. The museum has partnered with David Warren and Shannen 
Ferry at the college to make the garden an on-going project for GNTC Horticulture students 
as part of their curriculum. This project provides students with a hands-on experience while 
giving the museum an eager work force to complement our existing volunteer efforts. 

Funds have been raised to cover Phase I of the garden project, which includes the planting 

of trees and shrubs as well as the installation of irrigation in October. Phase II of the project 

will bring raised beds to the garden in Spring 2016 as funding allows. Fundraising will  

continue for Phase II and subsequent phases of the garden.  

For more information on how you can help our garden “grow,”                                            

contact the museum at (706) 291-9494. 

 

Plans for the garden include a walking path with 
benches for guests to enjoy  views of the plants 
and museum. 



1898 Southern Bell Telephone Directory 

This is the official telephone directory for the City of Rome     
issued by Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph Company on 
January 1, 1898.  

The inside of the directory contains telephone information for 
private residences and various businesses in Rome, including the 
Rome Buggy Company and the White Star Line Steamboat 
Company. It also includes instructions on how to properly use a 
telephone and how to receive a  telegram by telephone.       

Along with helpful tips, the directory includes this quote:     
“The quickest way of getting over the ground is to sit still and 
use the telephone.” 
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Collections Corner 
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Volunteer Spotlight: Ben Hawley 

Chieftains Museum would like to introduce our Fall 2015  
intern, Benjamin Hawley. 

Originally from Birmingham, Alabama, Ben is a Senior at 
Berry College scheduled to graduate in May 2016 with his 
degree in Anthropology. 

Ben loves studying material culture “because artifacts are  
living pieces of the compelling story that is human history 
and culture.”  He has used this love of material culture to 
volunteer at several museums and historical sites including 
Oak Hill, Moundville Archaeological Park, and the           
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute.  His project at  Chieftains 
this semester is to research and document the historical     
significance and provenance of the furniture in the museum’s 
collection. 

A die hard University of Alabama football fan, Ben hopes to 
attend graduate school for museum studies and work in the 
field of public history. 

Welcome, Ben! 



What?! Indeed, Christmas is coming and will be here before 

you know it! To kick off the holiday season in Rome,    

Chieftains would like to partner with the Junior Service 

League of Rome and enter a float in the 2015 Rome     

Christmas Parade which takes place on Tuesday, December 

1st on Broad Street. The theme for this year’s parade is “A 

Colonial Christmas,” giving the museum a great opportunity 

to showcase what we do for the public. In order to make this 

great opportunity a reality,  however, the museum needs to 

locate someone who would be willing to loan or rent a     

flatbed trailer and drive a truck to haul this trailer during the 

parade. Contact the museum at (706) 291-9494 if you know 

of someone you think would be willing to help support our 

organizations in the parade. 

501 Riverside Parkway 
Rome, GA 30161 
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September 1-October2:  Fall Plant Sale 

September 26:   Museum Day Live!—10:00am-5:00pm 

October 15-17:   Going Caching  2015: A Roman Renaissance 

October 16:    Pick-up for Fall Plant Sale—1:00-6:00pm 

October 24-25:   Chiaha at Ridge Ferry Park 

October 31:    Family Free Day—7:00-9:00pm 

Upcoming Events 

Phone: 706.291.9494 
Email: chmuseum@bellsouth.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at chieftainsmuseum.org 

Christmas is Coming!! 
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It’s Membership Time Again! 

Remember that our membership year at Chieftains ends on December 31, 2015. As we start 

into the busy fall and holiday season, make sure you renew your membership for the 2016 

calendar year. You can renew your membership anytime by contacting the museum or      

visiting our website at www.chieftainsmuseum.org. 


