
In April, winners were chosen for the Chieftains Museum Trail of  
Tears Art Contest.  Students were challenged to create artwork       
representing the tragedy of  Cherokee Removal as part of  the 175th 
Anniversary of  the Trail of  Tears. Four winners were chosen and    
received the following cash prizes: 

1st place, $100– Jamie Armstrong, Armuchee High School 

2nd place, $75—Olivia Escutia, Pepperell High School 

3rd place, $75—Davanna Clayton, Pepperell High School 

   4th place, $50—Ashleigh Bradford, Pepperell High School 

 

The contest was graciously sponsored through a grant from the           
Chiaha Guild of  Arts & Crafts. Winning artwork will be on display at 
the museum during the summer. Look for next year’s art contest to be            
announced in Fall 2014! 

Art Contest Winners Announced! 

T
h
e
 R

id
g
e
 R

e
p
o
r
t 

C
H
I
E
F
T
A
I
N
S
 
M
U
S
E
U
M
/
M
A
J
O
R
 
R
I
D
G
E
 
H
O
M
E
 

May 2014 
 

First Place Winner, Jamie Armstrong, 
with art teacher Michaele Flynn,       
Armuchee High School 

From left: Second Place winner, Olivia Escutia, Fourth Place 
winner, Ashleigh Bradford, Third Place winner Davanna Clayton, 
and art teacher Cristie Smith at Pepperell High School 



A good, if  rainy, time was had by all who participated in the museum’s free Archaeology Day 
on Saturday May 10th. A total of  71 visitors from as far away as Knoxville, Tennessee, attended 
the event, which featured tours of  the grounds and archaeology laboratory, as well as an        
interactive “dig” led by Dave Davis. Participants were also treated to a look at reproduction 
Spanish weapons and armor through demonstrations by Bob Harris and experienced two new 
archaeology-themed interactive areas inside the museum.  Be sure to watch our events calendar 
to see when we might “dig” into our past again here at Chieftains! 
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Digging the Past-Archaeology Day 

THE RIDGE REPORT 

Archaeologist Dave Davis demonstrates how a dig 
works to Katie Powers (left) and Emily Powers (right) 
at Archaeology Day at  the museum on May 10th.  

Bob Harris demonstrates the use 
of Spanish weapons and armor to    
visitors. 

A young visitor experiences the feel 
of Spanish weapons and armor. 



In an effort to give back to the community that 
has supported the museum for so long, a      
portion of  the plants leftover from the sale were 
donated to complete gardens and   landscapes at 
both the Boys & Girls Club of  Rome and    
Winthrop Assisted Living Center. Members of  
the Seven Hills Garden Club planted these new 
spaces, providing a fresh spring outlook for all 
who use these facilities. 

The museum was proud to be chosen as the location for prom 
photos for Unity Christian School this spring. High School   
students visited the museum campus on Saturday May 3rd to 
“strut their stuff ” before the dance.  Our beautiful setting 
proved to be the perfect backdrop for capturing their 2014 
prom memories. 
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2014 Herb & Plant Sale Gives Back 

Chieftains Goes to Prom 

THE RIDGE REPORT 

Gardeners from near and far came to  select their 
spring plants at the 2014 Herb & Plant Sale at the 
Coosa Valley Fairgrounds. The sale was a great success 
this year, in large part because of  co-chairs Susan  
Hortman and Ruth Forrester and a dedicated group of 
volunteers that spent long hours overseeing every detail 
of  this signature fundraiser. 

Thank you card from Linda 
Sipp and the Boys & Girls 
Club of Rome 



This summer, the museum will install “A Witness to 
History,” a permanent exhibition that details the  
legacy of  the historic house from its earliest        
residents to the opening of  the museum in the 20th 
century. The exhibit features educational panels and 
graphics accompanied by cases displaying artifacts 
from the museum collection. In addition, new       
activity stations will be added to the museum over 
time to give visitors a chance to interact with history. 
Watch the website for details of  the installation and 
come be your own “witness” to the history here at 
Chieftains! 

MAY 2014  

The Running Lizard Branding Iron 

This branding iron was used on the cattle ranch 
owned by Major Ridge’s daughter, Sarah Ridge,  
and husband Charles Pix. The design, a lizard, was 
adapted from one used by Major Ridge and 
Cherokee forebears, and for decades was a        
well-known brand in the western Liberty County 
region of  Texas. According to descendants, this 
brand was lost from the saddle of  a slave during 
the Civil War, but returned to the family when  
unearthed by a plow in 1925. 

In 1995, Ruth Hendricks of  the Ridge family    
descendants in Texas presented the branding iron 
as a gift to Chieftains Museum/Major Ridge 
Home. 
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Chieftains to Feature New Permanent Exhibit 

Collections Corner 



 

 

The annual Low Country Boil 
& Barbeque is scheduled for 
Thursday, August 21st at the 
Rome Civic Center. Our      

second fundraiser of  the year, this popular event 
is always a great night of  food and fun featuring 
an open bar, unlimited food, and auction items 
ranging from restaurant gift cards to vacations! 
Tickets may be purchased individually or in 
groups by table. Check your mailbox later this 
summer for your Low Country Boil invitation or 
visit our website to join us for this signature 
event! 

501 Riverside Parkway 
Rome, GA 30161 

CHIEFTAINS MUSEUM/MAJOR 
RIDGE HOME 

Summer 2014:   New Exhibit Opening 

August 21, 2014:   Low Country Boil & Barbeque 

September 19-20, 2014:  “Forward March: The Cherokee in the War of 1812”  

         living history event 

Upcoming Events 

Phone: 706-291-9494 
Email: chmuseum@bellsouth.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at chieftainsmuseum.org 

2014 Low Country Boil & Barbeque 

Remember to “Like” us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chieftains-Museum 

 


