
The Chieftains Herb and Plant Sale has marked the arrival of spring in Rome for over 30 
years.  Eagerly anticipated by discriminating area gardeners, the sale will be held this 
year on Saturday, April 12th and Sunday, April 13th at the Coosa Valley Fairgrounds, rain 
or shine.  

Sale hours are 8am to 4pm on Saturday and 12 noon to 3pm on Sunday.  This year also 
marks the return of the Friday evening pre-sale on April 12th from 6:30 – 8:30pm. The 
pre-sale is free to currently paid 2014 Chieftains members. Non-members can join the 
Museum at the pre-sale or pay $20 to attend as a non-member. 

The success of the plant sale for the past three decades has been largely due to leaders 
Marion Shaw and Nancy Knight, who have become synonymous with this event. “We 
are so grateful that these two ladies gave of their time and talent to dedicate themselves 
to one of the signature events for the museum,” states Executive Director Heather 
Shores. This year, the torch has been passed to new co-chairs Ruth Forrester and Susan 
Hortman who will lead a dedicated group of volunteers who help make the sale a big  
success each year.  In addition, the Junior Service League of Rome will offer their      
support by sponsoring the event this year. 

The sale will feature over 30 varieties of herbs, along with beautiful organic vegetables 
and unique heirloom and native plants. Plenty of annuals, perennials, trees, and shrubs 
will be available, allowing customers a chance to refresh their sun or shade plants after 
the harsh winter.  

Shoppers may purchase beautiful containers at the sale, or bring their own clean pots for 
Nan Henson and her team of volunteers to design and plant on-site. 

The herbs and plants at the sale have been carefully selected over the years by Marion 
Shaw and Nancy Knight based on interest and suitability for the area and come from sev-
eral well-known regional nurseries. All plants are healthy and fresh—they’re delivered 
the day before the sale. Knowledgeable volunteers and Master Gardeners will be on hand 
to help you select the right herbs and plants for your garden.  

New this year will be short presentations sponsored by Floyd County Master Gardeners 
offering helpful hints on a variety of gardening topics. 

Credit and debit cards will be accepted in addition to checks and cash.   

 

So mark your calendar for April 12th and 13th and come to the Chieftains Herb Sale! 

2014 Herb & Plant Sale 

  Ruth Forrester (left) 
and Susan Hortman are 
the co-chairs of this 
year’s plant sale. 
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March 2014 



The Junior Service League of Rome will hold the second     
annual Rome in Bloom Garden Tour and Cocktail Party on 
Saturday, May 3rd, 2014. 

 

Garden Tour  10am-5pm       Tickets $25 

Cocktail Party 5pm-7:30pm  Tickets $35 

Garden Tour & Party             Tickets $50 

 

Please visit www.jslofrome.com for a full list of the beautiful 
gardens and spectacular outdoor spaces featured in this year’s 
tour! 
 

Chieftains will host a free Archaeology Day program at the 
museum from 10:30am-4:30pm on Saturday, May 10, 2014.  

Visitors will be able to tour the grounds where past               
archaeological discoveries have been made, see the             
Archaeology Lab located in the Grizzard Center, and learn the     
scientific methods behind a dig with archaeologist            
Dave Davis.  

In addition, the museum will feature pieces of its archaeological collection with regular 
tours of the museum.  

Presentations by Dave Davis will be given at 10:30am and 2:00pm and will last         
approximately 75 minutes, rain or shine. A special VIP presentation will be held for 
members only from 9:00am-10:15am. All presentations are walking tours and will be 
limited to 25 people each session with a reservation.  

Museum tours will be given every hour beginning at 10:30am and do not require a    
reservation. This program is free and open to the public.  

 

Plan to join us as we “dig” into the history of Chieftains!  
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Archaeology Day 

Junior Service League Garden Tour 2014 

THE RIDGE REPORT 
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Revealing Our History 

The week of March 4th, Chieftains completed the second phase of work funded by a         
Development Grant from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Historic           
Preservation Division. Over the course of four days, paint analysis was conducted on the 
historic interiors and exteriors of the house by technicians from the International Fine Art 
Conservation Studios, Inc. from Atlanta. In business since the 1970s, IFACS was founded 
by Director Dr. Geoffrey Steward, who brings thirty-five years of  decoration and restoration 
experience to his projects, which have ranged from  Buckingham Palace to the                
Biltmore House. 

During the work at Chieftains, conservator 
Mary Aldrich painstakingly scraped small 
sections from walls, baseboards, doorways, 
and ceilings in the home while Dr. Steward 
recorded readings with a spectrophotometer 
as the work progressed. Findings from this 
paint analysis will be compiled into a final 
report that will offer a glimpse into the     
colors and finishes that have decorated the 
house over the years. While it may be     
impossible to find original finishes from the 
Ridge period in the home, the IFACS team 
can offer suggestions on how the original 
house may have looked based on their work 
with other structures in Georgia from the 
same time period. Colors that are found will 
be matched to modern Benjamin Moore 
paints, providing the museum with options 
for re-painting the interior in the future. 

Conservator Mary Aldrich takes paint samples on what was once the 
ground floor porch at Chieftains.  



Collections Corner 

A new segment of our 

newsletter is our Collections 

Corner. We will feature 

different pieces from our 

collection in every issue. This 

month’s piece is a poem by 

John Rollin Ridge.  

John Rollin Ridge was the eldest child of John Ridge and Sarah Bird 
Northup. The grandson of Major Ridge, John Rollin Ridge was a child 
when his family left Georgia in 1837. After the Cherokee Trail of Tears, 
12-year-old John Rollin witnessed the brutal murder of his father in 1839 as 
retribution for signing the Treaty of New Echota. Sarah Ridge fled with her 
son to Arkansas, where he later studied law and started a family of his own. 
He later moved to California to join the gold rush and it was there that he 
would spend his time writing poetry and essays for the Democratic Party. 
He also wrote what many consider the first Native American novel and the 
first novel written in California, The Life and Adventures of Joaquin 
Murieta:The Celebrated California Bandit. Ridge spent the last seventeen 
years of his life working as a newspaper editor and writer for the            
Sacramento Bee and the San Francisco Herald. He died in Grass Valley, 
California in 1866 at the age of 40. Visit the museum to see an original 
book of poetry on display by John Rolling Ridge. 

Random Thoughts of Her 

I GAZE into her eyes—their tender light, 

And strong, illumes my spirit’s darkest night, 

And pours rich glory on me as a star 

Which brings its silver luster from afar. 

 

Sweet thoughts and beautiful within me burn, 

And Heaven I see what way soe’er I turn; 

In borrowed radiance of her soulful glance 

All things grow tenfold lovely and entrance. 

I touch her willing hand—as gentle dove 

It rests within my own, in trusting love; 

And yet it moves me with a power so deep, 

My heart is flame, and all my pulses leap. 

 

I breathe her name unto the flowers: they bloom 

With rarer hues, and shed more rich perfume! 

The skylark hears it, as he floats along, 

And adds new sweetness to his morning song.  

 

Oh magic name! deep graven on my heart, 

And, as its owner, of myself a part! 

It hath in all my daily thoughts a share, 

And forms the burden of my nightly prayer! 

John Rollin Ridge 
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Collections Corner 
While John Rollin Ridge wrote poetry 
for his time, poets today find              
inspiration in the Ridge family itself. 
The following poem was written by 
Sandra Salmon Endy about Stand 
Watie. Watie was the nephew of Major 
Ridge and brother to Elias Boudinot. 
He served as a Brigadier General in the 
Confederate Army during the Civil 
War and was a leader of the Cherokee    
Nation.  

Last General Standing  

Stand Watie was the only Cherokee Indian to achieve the rank 
of general in the War between the States. Brigadier General 

Watie surrendered on June 23, 1865 and was the last        
Confederate general to lay down his arms. Stand Watie was 

the last "general to stand by his colors." 

From Indian lands of North Georgia fame,  
To Oklahoma Territory, Honey Creeks' gain,  

A General came of Cherokee blood,  
One known well, a cut above. 

Standing straight, standing tall,  
A Brave of a brave, one to all. 
Leadership, a call of his name, 

"Stand Firm", one and the same. 
Stand Watie of Cherokee birth,  

Cherokee father, Scotch mother earth. 
One leader born, one leader made,  

Tribal justice, Cherokee fighting way. 
Southern sympathy in his heart,  

Off to war, his tribal part. 
A Colonel made, 1st Cherokee Mounted Rifles,  

Brave man, honored Cherokee title. 
Giving help and support to Confederate troops,  

With raids North, stopping Federal boots. 
Many battles behind enemy lines,  

Found Northern boys hiding from Cherokee minds. 
Bravery shown with Cherokee guile,  
Troops of men with Cherokee howls. 
Scary indeed to those Yankee men,  

Hearts beating faster, again and again. 
Darkness covers a fierce red skin, 

Death and destruction from these Indian kin. 
Years pass along with battle's near,  

Waties's warriors stand no fear. 
Their leader bold, most tales untold,  

A fierce link with Southern hold. 
And as to one of leadership powers, 

Brigadier General status was given in hours, 
And after the battles of 1864, 

Stand Watie was saluted and more. 
His place in history is so well known, 
Last General Standing was his alone. 

Stand Watie 



Mother’s Day Sale! 
Everything in our museum store will be 10%  

off for Mother’s Day! Please stop by to check  

out our items and receive a discount on               
Friday, May 9th and Saturday, May 10th. We  

look forward to helping you pick out the  

perfect gift for your loved one! Please be sure  

to check out our future  

newsletters that will be  

released bi-monthly. 

501 Riverside Parkway 
Rome, GA 30161 

CHIEFTAINS MUSEUM/
MAJOR RIDGE HOME 

 

March 31, 2014  Final day for artwork to be submitted for “Trail of Tears” art contest 

April 11, 2014 Herb & Plant Sale preview for members from 6:30-8:30 pm 

April 12, 2014 Herb & Plant Sale from 8:00 am-4:00 pm  

April 13, 2014   Herb & Pant Sale from 12:00-3:00 pm 

May 3, 2014    Junior Service League’s Rome in Bloom 

May 10, 2014 Archaeology Day at Chieftains Museum  

Upcoming Events 

Phone: 706-291-9494 
Email: chmuseum@bellsouth.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at chieftainsmuseum.org 


