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Major  Ridge  was  born  around 1771  in  a  v i l lage  in  the
southeastern  port ion  o f  present  day  Tennessee .  In  1819,  Ridge
moved  h is  fami ly  in to  a  two-s tory  log  cabin  onto  th is  property
on  the  Oostanaula  River .  In  1828,  Ridge  and  h is  son  John
oversaw renovat ions  o f  the  cabin .  When the  work  was  f in ished,
the  cabin  had  become a  whi te  c lapboard  p lantat ion  home.  Here
the  Ridge  fami ly  oversaw a  ferry ,  t rad ing  post  and  a  work ing
plantat ion  complete  wi th  crops ,  orchards  and  s laves .

Chie f ta ins  Museum/Major  Ridge  Home i s  a  Nat iona l  His tor ic
Landmark  and  one  o f  on ly  a  few pr ivate  ent i t ies  to  be  cer t i f i ed
by  the  Nat iona l  Park  Serv ice  as  a  s i te  on  the  Tra i l  o f  Tears .
Major  Ridge ,  whose  o ld  home Chie f ta ins  now occupies ,  was  one
of  the  s igners  o f  the  Treaty  o f  New Echota ,  which  resu l ted  in  the
forced  re locat ion  o f  the  Cherokee  people .

The  house  has  grown s igni f i cant ly  s ince  Ridge ’ s  departure  and
important  examples  o f  Northwest  Georg ia  archi tec ture  can  be
seen  in  the  var ious  addi t ions  to  the  s t ructure .  I t  i s  the
connect ion  wi th  the  Cherokees ,  however ,  that  g ives  the  s i te  a
prominent  pos i t ion  in  Amer ica ’ s  h is tory .

Today ,  the  museum presents  in terpret ive  exhib i t s  (permanent
and  temporary) ,  educat iona l  programs,  and  spec ia l  events  that
per ta in  to  the  Ridge  fami ly  and  Cherokee  h is tory  and  cu l ture .  In
recent  years ,  the  F loyd  County  Master  Gardeners  have  worked
hard  to  create  The  Major  Ridge  Demonstrat ion  Garden.  The
garden  features  t rees ,  shrubs ,  and  ra ised  beds  to  demonstrate
the  types  o f  p lants  nat ive  to  our  area ,  those  used  by  Nat ive
Amer icans ,  and  those  that  were  grown on  the  Ridge  farm to
prov ide  v i s i tors  to  the  campus  wi th  a  “ l iv ing”  c lassroom.

The  museum of fers  schools  programs  that  are  d i rec t ly  re la ted  to
Georg ia  curr icu lum requirements  a t  the  h is tor ic  property  o f
Major  Ridge  and  presents  a  unique  opportuni ty  for  s tudents  to
exper ience  a  s igni f i cant  par t  o f  Amer ican  h is tory  in  the i r  own
community .  Each  f ie ld  t r ip  inc ludes  a  house  tour ,  a  garden  tour ,
and  one  ac t iv i ty  o f  the  teacher ’ s  choice .

For  the  2023-2024  school  year ,  the  museum’s  program/act iv i ty
of fer ings  are  inc luded  on  the  fo l lowing
pages .

AN INTRODUCTION TO 
CHIEFTAINS MUSEUM



Students  wi l l  be  g iven  the  opportuni ty  to  des ign
the ir  own pot tery  us ing  a  co lor ing  page .  S tudents
wi l l  l earn  about  t radi t iona l  Cherokee  pot tery  and  be
able  to  see  examples  o f  pot tery  found on  the
Chie f ta ins  grounds!

SS2H2,  SS3H1,  & SS8H1

Students  wi l l  have  the  chance  to  create  the i r  own
corn  husk  do l l  wi th  prov ided  mater ia l s .

SS2H2,  SS3H1,  & SS8H1

Students  wi l l  use  c lay  and  in format ion  about
Cherokee  pat terns  and  des igns  to  make  the i r  own
clay  beads .

SS2H2,  SS3H1,  & SS8H1

Students  wi l l  be  l ed  through  a  gu ided  tour  o f  the
Major  Ridge  demonstrat ion  gardens  where  they  wi l l
l earn  about  d i f ferent  p lants  nat ive  to  the  Cherokee
and the  p lants  that  Major  Ridge  would  have  grown
on th is  land  when he  l ived  here .

SS2H2,  SS2G2,  SS3H1,  SS3G3,  & SS8H1

Design Your Own Pottery  Page

Create  a  Corn Husk Doll

Create  Clay  Beads

Demonstration Garden Tour

KINDERGARTEN - 1ST GRADE



2ND GRADE - 5TH GRADE

Students  wi l l  be  g iven  the  opportuni ty  to  des ign  the i r
own pot tery  us ing  a  co lor ing  page .  S tudents  wi l l
l earn  about  t radi t iona l  Cherokee  pot tery  and  be  ab le
to  see  examples  o f  pot tery  found on  the  Chie f ta ins
grounds!

SS2H2,  SS3H1,  & SS8H1

Students  wi l l  have  the  chance  to  create  the i r  own
corn  husk  do l l  wi th  prov ided  mater ia l s .

SS2H2,  SS3H1,  & SS8H1

Students  wi l l  use  c lay  and  in format ion  about
Cherokee  pat terns  and  des igns  to  make  the i r  own c lay
beads .

SS2H2,  SS3H1,  & SS8H1

Students  wi l l  be  l ed  through  a  gu ided  tour  o f  the
Major  Ridge  demonstrat ion  gardens  where  they  wi l l
l earn  about  d i f ferent  p lants  nat ive  to  the  Cherokee
and the  p lants  that  Major  Ridge  would  have  grown on
this  land  when he  l ived  here .

SS2H2,  SS2G2,  SS3H1,  SS3G3,  & SS8H1

Design Your Own Pottery  Page

Create  a  Corn Husk Doll

Create  Clay  Beads

Demonstration Garden Tour



2ND GRADE - 5TH GRADE

Students  wi l l  t rans form into  archeolog is ts  as  they
learn  about  ar t i fac ts  found on  the  Chie f ta ins
grounds .  S tudents  wi l l  a l so  have  the  opportuni ty  to
conduct  the i r  own archeolog ica l  d ig  v ia  sand  tab le
and  wr i te  the i r  own lab  report .

SS2H2

Students  wi l l  l earn  about  the  or ig ins  o f  Sequoyah 's
sy l labary  and  how i t  was  used  in  Cherokee  cu l ture .
Students  wi l l  a l so  have  the  chance  to  use  the
sy l labary  themselves  as  they  are  cha l lenged  to  spe l l
var ious  Engl i sh  words ,  inc luding  the i r  name!

SS2H1,  SS2H2

Archeology Activity

Cherokee Syl labary



6TH GRADE - 12TH GRADE

Students  wi l l  be  l ed  through  a  gu ided  tour  o f  the
Major  Ridge  demonstrat ion  gardens  where  they  wi l l
l earn  about  d i f ferent  p lants  nat ive  to  the  Cherokee
and the  p lants  that  Major  Ridge  would  have  grown on
this  land  when he  l ived  here .

SS2H2,  SS2G2,  SS3H1,  SS3G3,  & SS8H1

Students  wi l l  t rans form into  archeolog is ts  as  they
learn  about  ar t i fac ts  found on  the  Chie f ta ins  grounds .
Students  wi l l  a l so  have  the  opportuni ty  to  conduct
the i r  own archeolog ica l  d ig  v ia  sand  tab le  and  wr i te
the i r  own lab  report .

SS2H2

Students  wi l l  l earn  about  the  or ig ins  o f  Sequoyah 's
sy l labary  and  how i t  was  used  in  Cherokee  cu l ture .
Students  wi l l  a l so  have  the  chance  to  use  the  sy l labary
themselves  as  they  are  cha l lenged  to  spe l l  var ious
Engl i sh  words ,  inc luding  the i r  name!

SS2H1,  SS2H2

Students  wi l l  l earn  about  the  Georg ia  land  lo t tery  and
i ts  e f fec ts  on  the  Cherokee  people  by  par t i c ipat ing  in
a  lo t tery  s imulat ion .

SS2G2,  SS4H3,  SS8H4,  & SSUSH7

Demonstration Garden Tour

Archeology Activity

Cherokee Syl labary

Land Lottery



School  group  tours  only  ava i lab le  on
Thursdays  and  Fridays .

 
Admission :  

$2 .00  per  ch i ld .  Payment  due  in  advance  or
the  day  o f  the  f ie ld  t r ip .

 
Duration of  tour and activity :
Approximate ly  45  to  75  minutes

Address:
501 Rivers ide  Parkway

Rome,  GA 30161
 

Phone:  
(762)-327-6124

 
Email:  

manager@chie f ta insmuseum.org
 

Find us  online:
www.chie f ta insmuseum.org

 
Book Your Field  Trip:

Go to  www.chie f ta insmuseum.org ,  c l i ck  the  tours  tab ,  and
use  the  form on  that  page  to  book  your  f i e ld  t r ip .  I f  you
have  any  quest ions ,  p lease  contact  a t  us  (762)-327-6124

or  manager@chie f ta insmuseum.org .

FIELD TRIP DETAILS AND
CONTACT INFORMATION


